We are the product of those 


who came before us. 


Lincoln College 


Preparatory Academy 
Hall of Fame 


The purpose of the LCPA Hall of Fame is to: 


Ts 


honor graduates of LIncoln High School, R.T. Coles, Lincoln Junior 
College, and Lincoln College Preparatory Academy who have 
significantly contributed to the community; 

provide students throughout the metropolitan area with positive role 
models who have graduated from the Kansas City Missouri School 
District; 

develop community pride in LCPA; 

recognize the outstanding education offered by LCPA; 

illustrate the historic role Lincoln has played in the Kansas City 
community; and 

draw together the community to support LCPA in an enduring 


partnership. 


Earl Abel 


Lincoln 1947 


Earl Abel has been preaching for 41 years and has been the Pastor of the Palestine Missionary 
Baptist Church of Jesus Christ for 39 of them. Pastor Abel organized the church in r959 with 11 


members. Today, the church numbers more than 2,000. 


He is a native of Kansas City, Missouri, graduating from Lincoln High School in 1947. He 
attended the University of Kansas for two years and has a Doctor of Divinity degree from 
Western Baptist Bible College. 


The church, under Abel’s leadership, has constructed a chapel, an educational building, a 
sanctuary which seats 1,200, two senior citizens’ housing developments, a senior citizens’ 


activity center, and a $5 million camp for youth and church members. 


Pastor Abel is the president of the board of directors of Health Midwest Hospital System. He 
has served on the Kansas City Neighborhood Alliance board, Baptist Ministers Union, 
Freedom Fountain board, and Kansas City Crime Prevention Council. He has been appointed 
twice to the Human Relations Board of Kansas City. He is presently chaplain for the 


KCMO Police Department. 


Pastor Abel is married to Hazel Lair Abel, his wife of 46 years. They have two children and 


four grandchildren. 


Ahmad Alaadeen 
R-T. Coles 1952 


“Jazz does not belong to any one race or culture, but is a gift America gave the world.” 


These words of Ahmad Alaadeen grace the rotunda at the Paseo Academy of Arts. And where 


better to quote this nationally-known jazz saxophonist, composer, and educator. 


A mainstay in Kansas City jazz, Mr. Alaadeen (R.T. Coles ’52) was a student of Leo H. 
Davis, Charlie Parker’s teacher. Later he studied at the Kansas City Conservatory of Music, 
St. Mary’s College, and Chicago’s DePaul University. Alaadeen (as he is generally known] 
spent periods of time living in New York, Chicago, Denver, St. Louis, and San Antonio before 


eventually settling back in his native Kansas City. 


Since 1950, he has played his sax with all the music greats, starting with jazz and blues legends 
Billie Holiday, Miles Davis, Jay McShann, Ella Fitzgerald, The Count Basie Orchestra, 
Eddie “Cleanhead” Vinson, Gladys Knight, Smokey Robinson, The Temptations, and Sam 
Cooke. 


Along the way, he has become a legend in his own right, winning, among other awards, the 
Jazz Heritage Award, Missouri Artist of the Year, and three Billboard songwriting 
competitions for his songs “Big Six,” “Blues for R.C.,” and “Wayne Himself.” In 1996, his 
Deans of Swing was picked from more than 3,000 bands to be Musician Magazine’s Best 


Unsigned Band. 


He currently is chairman of the historic Mutual Musicians Foundation and continues to work 


as an important jazz educator. 


Mila L. Banks 
R.T. Coles & Lincoln Teacher 


Mila Banks graduated from Lincoln University in 1939. She received her Masters Degree 
from the University of lowa at lowa City. During her educational activities at Lincoln 


University she was the Secretary in the Personal Relations Office. 


She arrived in Kansas City and became the Business Secretary at the Paseo YMCA then 
located at 19th and Paseo Streets. From this position she entered into the School District of 


Kansas City, Missouri, for the next thirty-three years. 


She taught English at R. T. Coles and Lincoln Junior High School. She then began to utilize 
her teaching skills at Manual High School where she instructed until she retired in 1978. 


Ms. Banks is a member of the Paseo Baptist Church, Urban League, Association for the 
Study of African-American Life and History, Saturday Night Sixteen Club (since 1946), 
Bids Bridge Club, and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. Ms. Banks has demonstrated dedication 


to excellence in education in this community and has touched many students' lives. 


Gertrude Whitley Bardwell 


Lincoln 1933 


Gertrude W. Bardwell is a native of Kansas City who graduated from Lincoln High School 
as Valedictorian and President of her Senior Class in 1933. While she attended Lincoln 
University she was active in extra-curricular activities and was elected President of the 
Freshman Class. She also served on Student Council, Student Forum, Panhelnic Council, 
and Yearbook Staff. Mrs. Bardwell was President of the Alpha lota Chapter of the Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority. Upon her graduation from Lincoln University, she earned the 


distinction of Magna cum Laude. 


During her forty-two years with the School District of Kansas City, Missouri, she served as 
a teacher and high school guidance counselor. The schools she taught at include R. T. Coles, 
Wendell Phillips, Lincoln Junior High School, Central Junior High School, and held the 


position of Counselor at Manual & Van Horn schools. 


Mrs. Bardwell is still very active in her community. She has been a member of Bethel 
A.M.E. Church since her infancy. She belongs to the Missouri State Teachers Association, 
American Personnel Guidance Association, NAACP (life membership], and the Urban 
League. She and her husband Raymond are the parents of two daughters Romana and Gena, 
and the grandparents of Biana Marie and Tiffany Lynn. Mrs. Bardwell recalls how Lincoln 


High School inspired her to become a contributing citizen in her community. 


G. Lawrence Blankinship 


Lincoln 1933 


G. Lawrence Blankinship graduated from Lincoln High School in 1933. Mr. Blankinship's 
dream was to start his own business. He worked at Crown Drugs on 18th and Vine Streets 
for twelve years before developing his now fifty-year-old business known as Blankinship 
Distributors. Currently he is Chairman of the Board of Blankinship Distributors following 


his retirement as President in 1987. 


His present memberships and affiliations include the Board of Regents at Rockhurst 
University, NAACP, Black Economic Union, Rotary Club, Midwest Ermers Club, and 
Lincoln Redevelopment Corporation. During 1999 Mr. Blankinship received the prestigious 
Hall of Fame Award in Chicago from the American Health and Beauty Aids Industry. 
Some of his past accomplishments include City Councilman for Kansas City, Missouri; 
Land Clearance and Development Authority; Board of Elections Commissioners; Board 
Member of the Kansas City Chamber of Commerce; Board of Trustees at Ottawa 
University; Chairman of Board at the Black Economic Union; Civic Council; and a member 


of the Board of Directors at KCCID. 


Awards and honors he has received include Man of the Year for 1982 from the Ivanhoe Club, 
Minority Business Week Award, Push Excellence Award, Paseo Baptist Church 
Appreciation Award, Henry Sewing Award, and Johnson Products Pro-line Award. Mr. 
Blankinship is currently Treasurer on the Church Board at Paseo Baptist Church. His hobby 
is fishing. He is married to Opal Blankinship and they have two children. Mr. G. Lawrence 


Blankinship has been a trailblazer in the African-American community and has made other 


‘unselfish contributions to the Kansas City area. 


Opal C. Blankinship 


Lincoln 1946 


Opal Blankinship graduated from Lincoln High School in 1946. She attended Lincoln 
University for two years before leaving to attend the University of Kansas where she earned 
her Bachelors of Fine Arts degree and over thirty hours of graduate work in psychology and 
sociology. Mrs. Blankinship was formerly employed as a group worker, caseworker, day care 
specialist, child care coordinator, and Director of Career Development and Training. She 
currently works with Seton Center in health and family services. Along with her daily tasks 
Mrs. Blankinship is a social columnist for the Kansas City Call, a weekly newspaper, talk 
show hostess for KPRT AM radio; and owner of Cornith Designs. Volunteer services are 
also part of Mrs. Blankinship's tasks as she continues to uplift the community. Bimonthly 
she assists the prison ministry in the U. S. Federal Penitentiary in Leavenworth, Kansas and 
bimonthly she assists the Jackson County Jail with different programs to assist in 
rehabilitation efforts. Along with being a member of the Ladies of Charity, Chaplain of the 
Phoenix organization, and Director of the Agape Liturgical Dancers, she has received 
numerous awards. Honors she has received include the Seton Center Bishops' Award, 
Recognition Dinner by Kansas City and St. Joseph Diocese, Boys Club, Women's 
Accomplishment from the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Social Action Committee of Twenty 
Award, Blacks in Media award, 100 Influential Blacks Award from the Kansas City Globe 
newspaper. Mrs. Blankinship's hobbies and recreations are crocheting, knitting, reading, 
dancing, painting, and bowling. She is married to G. Lawrence Blankinship, Sr. They have 
two children, Adrian and G. Lawrence, Jr. Mrs. Blankinship is grandmother to Marcus 
Dwayne, Adriane Darlene, G. Lawrence IIL, and Eriana. Mrs. Blankinship and her husband 
have been in business in the Kansas City area for 50 years with Blankinship Distributors, 


beauty & hair care products. 


Lucile H. Bluford 


Lincoln 1928 


Lucile Bluford, a 1928 graduate of Lincoln High School, is the longtime editor and publisher of 


the Kansas City Call community newspaper. 


Miss Bluford became interested in journalism as a high school student in Trussie Smother’s 
English class. It was Miss Bluford’s work on Lincoln’s school newspaper and yearbook which 
inspired her future studies. She graduated with honors from the University of Kansas in 
Lawrence in 1932 with a bachelor’s degree in journalism—the second black student in history to 


attend that journalism school. 


Always a groundbreaker, she filed suit in 1939 to be admitted to the University of Missouri- 


Columbia’s School of Journalism. The case was lost because of the state’s “separate but equal 
p 


doctrine,” but it spurred the creation of Lincoln University’s School of Journalism. 


Over the years, Miss Bluford has received many honors. Among them: the Curator’s Award 
in Journalism, Lincoln University; Matrix Table honoree, Women in Communications; 
Citizen of the Year, Fellowship House; Honorary Doctorate, Lincoln University; 
Distinguished Service Award, NAACP; Community Service Award, Black Economic Union; 
Baptist Ministers’ Award; Martin Luther King Award, SCLC; and the Distinguished 


Service Medal of Honor from the University of Missouri. 


In 1970, the Lucile H. Bluford Scholarship fund was established at the University of Kansas to 
benefit journalism students. The scholarship was started with an initial contribution of 


$10,000 from her friends on the occasion of The Call’s soth anniversary. 
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Charles J. Briscoe 
R.T. Coles 1948 


Pastor Charles Briscoe is a native of Kansas City where, in 1948, he graduated from R.T. 
Coles Vocational High School with music as a major. He graduated from what is now the 
Grace University in Omaha, and went on to receive a Bachelor of Divinity degree and an 
honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from the Missouri School of Religion in Columbia. Since 


May of 1967, Pastor Briscoe has served as the Senior Pastor of the Paseo Baptist Church. 


Currently, he serves as secretary for the Carver Foreign Mission Board located in Atlanta. A 
variety of mission trips have enriched his life, including travels to Switzerland, Hong Kong, 


New Guinea, Australia, Spain, Israel, Africa, Jamaica, and the Bahamas. 


He also serves on the board of directors of the Salvation Army and the advisory board of 
Calvary Theological Seminary. He formerly served as president of both the Kansas City 
Missouri Board of Education and the Baptist Ministers Union of Kansas City. He was the 
first director of the KC Baptist Fellowship and is a former board member of Goodwill 
Industries, the YMCA, and the Council on Education. 


Through his work with the Kansas City neighborhood alliance and the Paseo-Prospect 
Development Corp., Pastor Briscoe has helped lead the Quality Heights Development 
Project. Today, near the church, there are 40 new homes created for low- and moderate-income 


families. 


Pastor Briscoe is married to Georgia Mae (Shepard) Briscoe. Their blended family boasts nine 


children, nineteen grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. 


Alvin L. Brooks 


Lincoln Class of 1937 


Alvin Brooks is president of the Ad Hoc Group Against Crime, a broad-based grass-roots 


community organization which he co-founded in Kansas City in 1977 


Mr. Brooks became president of Ad Hoc in 1991 after 23 years of public service. He organized 
the first human relations department in KC city government in May of 1968, shortly after the 
city’s civil unrest. He served as its director for 16 years, and as an assistant city manager for 


seven years. 


Mr. Brooks has taught for the KCMO schools, UMKC, Penn Valley Community College, 
and the KC Police Training Academy. He is a former KC police officer and detective, with 


experience working with youth gangs. 


He is a 1950 graduate of R.T. Coles, and attended Lincoln Junior College. He received a 


history/government degree from LIMKC and a master’s degree in sociology. 


His awards include an Honorary Doctor of Law degree from both Park College and Rockhurst, 
and an Honorary Doctor of Humanities degree from Western Baptist College. He was 
honored by President George Bush in 1989 for his work with Ad Hoc and appointed to a three- 
year term on the President’s National Drug Advisory Council. “Drug czar” William Bennet 


called him one of the nation’s “frontline soldiers in our war against drugs.” 


In addition to his work locally, he is a charter board member and vice-president of the National 
Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America. CADCA serves more than 4,000 anti-drug 


coalitions across the nation. 


Vernon J. Brooks 


Lincoln Class of 1937 


Vernon Brooks is a self-employed management consultant and a member of the Lincoln Class 


of 1937. 


His experience with management dates to the early 60s when he began a 14-year tenure as 
secretary/treasurer of the Mason and Plaster Tenders Union and a simultaneous 11-year stint 
on the Civil Rights Committee of the International AFL-CIO. He later served as Executive 
Director of Manpower Programs with the Concentrated Employment Program, administrator 
of the Kansas City Area Employment and Training Consortium, and director of United 


Services of Kansas City. 


Mr. Brooks has served on more civic boards, committees, and councils than could possibly be 
named here. His current titles include: president, Lincoln High School Alumni, Class of ’37; 
board member, Lincoln/R.T. Coles Alumni; board member, W.E.B. Dubois Learning Center; 


board member, Grand Lodge-Missouri; 3374 Degree Mason and Overseer of Scottish Rite 
Masons of Missouri; board vice-president, Lincoln Re-Development Corp.; trustee, Liberty 
Memorial Assn.; member of steward board and past trustee of Ebenezer A.M.E. Church; 


recipient of Boy Scouts Silver Beaver Award; and member, NAACP. 


In the past, he has worked with the K.C. Chamber of Commerce; Mayor’s Corps for 
Progress; Western Missouri, Kansas Laborer’s District Council; Darlib Corp.; Kansas City 
Urban League; American Legion Post 149; Director’s Work Group—U.S. Conference of 
Mayors; Department of Labor Work Group; Missouri State Manpower Service Council; 
Department of Labor Human Resources Advisory Committee; and University of Missouri 


Advisory Council. 


Marshall S. Burns 
R.T. Coles 1948 


Marshall Burns arrived in KC in 1943 and enrolled in R.T. Coles where he completed 
elementary school, junior high, and high school. As a member of the vocational music 
department, he was in the marching band, the concert band, and the dance band. Still he found 
time to be an ROTC officer, marching band drum major, and leader of the dance band. In 1948, 


he briefly attended Lincoln Junior College. 


His first job was as a custodian for General Motors in Flint, Michigan, later as a line worker 
and parts inspector. He left after 16 years to become a city income tax investigator, auditor and 
supervisor, and finally a business relocation specialist and senior accountant. He moved on to 


two other positions in personnel and labor relations. 


He attended Flint Junior College, University of Michigan, and Thomas M. Cooley Law 
School where he received his Juris Doctor Degree. From 1980 until his retirement, he served as 
an administrative law judge for the Michigan Department of Civil Service. Judge Burns is 
now in private practice as a labor arbitrator and attorney. He has been listed in Who’s Who in 


American Law since 1986. 


A person of varied talents, Mr. Burns has appeared as principal actor and singer in 39 roles 
with the Flint Community Players, the Flint Opera Company, and summer stock theaters. 
He has been a vocal soloist with church groups, choral ensembles, and dance bands. His 
instrumental accomplishments include being a member of the KC Municipal Band, member 
and drum major of the 3'4 Armored Division band, and side man with several dance bands. Mr. 
Burns has also traveled throughout the world. He and his wife, Blanche Marie Coleman, have 


two sons. 


Jack Bush 


Lincoln 


Jack Bush has had a phenomenal career in the Kansas City area. He attended Wendell 
Phillips Elementary School and graduated from Lincoln High School. He received his 
undergraduate degree from Lincoln University. At Washington University he received his 


Masters Degree and continued postgraduate studies at Central Missouri State University. 


Mr. Bush taught at Washington High School, R. T. Coles Vocational School, Manual High 
School and Central High School. His interest and relaxation time are spent hunting, 


fishing, and golfing. 


Honors that Mr. Bush has received include being inducted into the Missouri Basketball Hall 
of Fame, the Eddie Ryan Award as best coach in the Kansas City area five times, Coach of 
the Year for ten years, basketball state champions in 1979, author of several basketball 
articles, winner of over 700 games, inducted into the Coaches Hall of Fame, eleven 
appearances in the Missouri Basketball Final Four, and selected as the Coach of the Year by 
the Kansas City Star newspaper twelve times. Mr. Bush is married with five children, 


twenty grandchildren and one great grandson. 


Larry N. Chambers, Sr., Ph.D. 


Lincoln 1963 


Larry Chambers is a native of Kansas City. He graduated from Lincoln High School in 1963. 
Upon his completion of high school he served in the armed forces from 1965 until 1967. 
During that period he made plans to go to college. He attended San Diego Junior College 
and, upon returning to Kansas City, attended Penn Valley Community College where he 
received his Associate's Degree in Liberal Arts. Wanting to continue his education he then 
attended the University of Missouri at Kansas City and received his Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology in 1972. Penn Valley Community College utilized his skills to coordinate tutorial 
services for students. The University of Missouri at Kansas City was where he returned to 


complete his Master's Degree in Public Administration in 1974. 


The City of Kansas City became his next employer where he held a position in 
administration in the personnel department. Western Missouri Health was his next plateau 
with a position in the Human Resources Department. Mr. Chambers accepted a position in 
Thornton, Colorado, as the Personnel Director for that city. He moved on to the Denver 
Community College to oversee the Human Resources Department. From the University of 
Colorado, Mr. Chambers received his Ph.D. in Public Administration. Currently he is the 


Director of Human Resources at St. Cloud State University. 


Mr. Chambers is married to Ruth Chambers and has two children, Larry Jr. and Darren. Mr. 
Chambers has been dedicated in his continued services to assist students in following their 


goals and dreams as they pertain to education and employment for life. 


Norman E. Chambers 


Lincoln 1935 


Norman Chambers is a practicing clinical psychologist as well as Professor of Africana 


Studies at San Diego State University. 


Dr. Chambers (R.T. Coles ’s1] holds a bachelor’s degree in history from Lincoln University, a 
master’s degree in education from San Diego State University, and a doctorate in human 
behavior from the United States International University in San Diego. He is a licensed 


psychologist and marriage, family, and child counselor. 


Presently, Dr. Chambers is also serving as chairman of the Africana Studies Department; 
resident fellow with the Center for Studies of the Person in La Jolla; director of the Carl 
Rogers Institute of Psychotherapy, Training, and Supervision; director of the Multicultural 
Counseling and Consulting Center; and staff psychologist with Southwood Residential 


Treatment Center, Paradise Valley Hospital, and Vista Hill Foundation. 


He is a frequent panelist, presenter, and facilitator who has addressed a wide variety of 


schools, colleges, businesses, and professional conferences. 


Dr. Chambers has traveled extensively in Africa, Asia, Europe, Central America, South 
America, and the West Indies. He names as his particular areas of study and interest: clinical, 
counseling, and social psychology; values, attitudes, and behaviors of multi-ethnic populations; 


conflict resolution and race and ethnic relations; and organizational theory and development. 


Fred A. Curls, Sr. 


Lincoln 1937 


Fred Curls graduated from Lincoln High School in 1937. He did extensive course-work at the 
University of Missouri at Kansas City and Rockhurst University in real estate and 
homebuilders principles and practices, investment analysis real-estate law, economics, and 


management. 


Mr. Curls served in the U. S. National Guard as a Sergeant from 1947 to 1951. Since 1953, 
when he opened Curls Real Estate Co., he has been actively engaged in the field of real 
estate brokerage and estate appraising. Mr. Curls served as property management broker for 
the Veterans Administration from 1963 to 1967, and as the chief residential appraiser for 
Jackson County from 1974 to 1977. The Model Cities Program utilized his skills and 
assigned him Chairman of Area 2-D Neighborhood Planning from 1968 to 1970. His skills 
were again called on to help with improvements to the W.E.B. DuBois Learning Center 


where he assisted from 1980-99. 


A special award he received was the “Man of the Year Award” from St. Louis Parish in 1991. 
Memberships in which he is involved include Freedom, Inc. (cofounder), the Real Estate 
Board of Kansas City, the Greater Kansas City Association of Real Estate Appraisers, the 
Jackson County Planning Association, and the Pioneer Club. 


Leon Dixon, Jr. 


Lincoln 1958 


Lincoln High School is a family affair for Leon Dixon. In 1917, his grandmother, Beatrice 
Elizabeth Baston, was the first in her family to graduate from Lincoln. Then came her 
daughter, Beatrice Elizabeth “Dit” Williams. While at Lincoln, Dit met an athletic boy named 
Leon. Despite having been born with only one arm, Leon was voted “Most Outstanding 


Athlete” in his class. Their marriage produced a third-generation Lincolnian also named Leon. 


Like his father, Leon Jr. participated in sports, lettering in football and basketball. He credits 
English teacher Dr. Jeremiah Cameron, mathematics teacher Rosetta Nolan, shop teacher 
Chester Anderson, home room teacher Evelyn Mayfield, and assistant football coach James 


McCreary for helping to shape the man he is today. 


Upon graduation, Mr. Dixon received an athletic scholarship to Texas Southern University. 
There he became the highest-ranking freshman in his class, graduating with Bachelor of 
Science and Master of Science degrees in mathematics. He returned to Kansas City to 
assume a position as an industrial mathematician with the Bendix Corporation (now Allied 


Signal Aerospace). 


As one who is active in the community, Mr. Dixon was a charter member of the Kansas City 
chapters of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the National Black United 
Front. He is also a co-founder and board chairman of the W.E.B. DuBois Learning Center, a 
program which has provided tutoring to Kansas City area elementary and secondary students 


since 1973. 


Mr. Dixon is married to Betty Dixon. 


Romeo A. Doty 


Lincoln r955 


Romeo Doty is the Vice-President for Operations, Sensors, and Electronic Systems with 
Raytheon Systems Company. He has also worked as VP of Operations, Radar, and 
Communications; President of Tactical Electrical-Optical Systems; and Division Manager of 


Radar Systems. 


Prior to working with Raytheon, he was Chairman of the Processing Systems and Technology 
Network for Hughes Aircraft Company, and a program manager and business arrangements 


manager with the Xerox Corp. 


Mr. Doty (Lincoln ’55) received his bachelor’s degree in engineering from the University of 


Missouri in 1959 and an MBA from the University of California in 1971. 


He is a senior member of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and board 
member of the Xerox Federal Credit Union. He was a finalist for the 1991 Black Engineer of 
the Year Award. 


Born in KCK and raised in KCMO, Mr. Doty says that in addition to having an interest in 
science, he became an engineer because of the advantages gleaned from attending high school 
in the early ’sos. “Because they couldn’t work anywhere else, my high school could pick and 


choose the best Black teachers. We had the largest number of Black Ph.D.’s in the state.” 


The father of two adult children, Mr. Doty still plans to finish his doctoral program in 
institutional management at Pepperdine University where he has completed all but his 


dissertation. 


Ollie W. Gates 


Lincoln 1949 


Ollie Gates graduated from Lincoln High School in 1949 and was awarded a football 
scholarship to Maryland State College. Summer vacations from college were spent back in 
Kansas City working in the family restaurant, opened in 1946, which had begun to prosper 


from a humble “store front” beginning. 


Following two years at Maryland State, Mr. Gates enrolled in Lincoln College in Jefferson 
City in order to commute on weekends home to the business. Having given up the scholarship 
in the move, he met the additional college costs by waiting tables at night, joining the ROTC, 


and working as a brick-layer. He completed his education at Lincoln College in 1954. 


The decision in 1956 to build the first from-the-ground-up restaurant heralded the beginning of 
the Gates’ Barbeque “dynasty” which exists today. There are now seven family- owned and - 


operated restaurants, the newest being at Linwood and Main. 


Mr. Gates has always been an active part of the city in which he lives and works. He is 
president of the KC Board of Parks and Recreation; board chairman of the Bruce R. Watkins 
Foundation, Inc.; board member of the Greater KC Chamber of Commerce; and member of the 
Nelson- Atkins Gallery Trustees, City of Fountains Foundation, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, 
and Shriners Allah No. 6. 


Mr. Gates is married to Maureen Shepard Gates. They are the proud parents of five children 


and six grandchildren. 


Elvis “Sonny” Gibson 
R.T. Coles 1954 


Elvis “Sonny” Gibson is a commercial artist, author, and lecturer with a comprehensive record 
in the fields of community relations, poverty; conflict resolution, and human resource 
management. He is also an equal opportunity expert with experience as an administrator, 


planner, and consultant to government, community organizations, and private business. 


Mr. Gibson (R.T. Coles, class of 1954) holds a bachelor of arts degree in social work from Park 
College where he graduated cum laude. He spent 29 years with the U.S. government, 15 of 
them as branch chief with the fair housing enforcement division of the U.S. Department of 


Housing and Urban Development. 


His publications include “Treatise for Survival—a Cultural Ministry,” “Life, Time and Events 
of Past Kansas City,” “Kansas City—Mecca of the New Negro,” and “The Entropic Future 
of Black History.” 


An avid jazz enthusiast, Mr. Gibson is vice-chairman of the Charlie Parker Foundation and 
Academy of Arts. He is also president of the Kansas City Black United Fund, vice- president 
of the KCMO Black Historical & Genealogy Society, and a member of the board of governors 
of the Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Heritage Center. 


He is the recipient of the 1987 Jefferson Award for Outstanding Public Service and the 1988 Dr. 
Martin Luther King Distinguished Service Award for the State of Missouri. 


Dr. Richard M. Graham 


Lincoln 1948 


Richard Graham is a 1948 graduate of Lincoln High School where he was a member of the 
jazz band. Lincoln High School classmates named Dr. Graham an outstanding graduate in 
1968 and 1998. He attended Wendell Phillips, R. T. Coles and Lincoln High schools. He 
studied music education extensively at the University of Kansas and received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in 1955, a Master of Science degree in 1958, and a Doctor of Philosophy degree 
in 196s. He was certified in Music Therapy following an internship at Menninger's Clinic at 


the Kansas State Hospital in Topeka. 


From 1993 to the present Dr. Graham has been the Director of Music at the University of 
Georgia, which has one of the largest Schools of Music in the United States. Dr. Graham is 


the author of several books, monographs, abstracts, articles, videotapes, and brochures. 


He has conducted seminars in Canada; represented the State of Georgia in nationwide 
music education conferences; served on the Board of Directors of Music Therapy 
Associations in France, Germany and Brazil; and lectured in the aforementioned countries in 


their native languages. 


In 1993 Dr. Graham was given an honorary life membership in the National Association of 
Music Therapy and was honored by three countries for work in his field. Dr. Graham is a 
member of the Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity. He is married to Melba Tilmon-Graham, who 
was his classmate during school days in the Kansas City area. They have a son and a 


anddaucghter. Dr. Graham's creative efforts have enhanced the music industry. 
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Luqman Hamza 


Lincoln 1949 


In a career spanning over five decades, this master of songs, pianist, vocalist, and composer has 


earned the reputation as “the last of the jazz balladeers.” 


Mr. Hamza (often known by his former name, Larry Cummings) was born in Kansas City and 


attended Crispus Attucks Elementary School, only two blocks away from 18th and Vine. “I 
used to hang outside the doors of the great jazz clubs and listen to music. In those days, you’d 


hear great music everywhere at any given hour,” he says. 


From age 11 to 17, Mr. Hamza studied voice and piano with the renowned Reverend John S. 
Williams. Williams inspired students as a music teacher at Lincoln High School as well as 
minister and choir director at Bethel Church. In short order, young Luqman found himself as 


featured soprano with William’s choir. 


From 1943 through their high school years, Mr. Hamza and classmates Sonny Kenner, Lucky 
Wesley, and, at various times, Chuck Rowen and James Beasley formed several groups: the 


Four Steps, the Four Acres, and the Five Acres. 


When he was 19, Mr. Hamza recorded “When You Surrender,” his first chart-hitting release. 
Through his career, he has shared the stage with many noted artists and professionals 
including Charlie Parker, Miles Davis, The Platters, The Ink Spots, and Muhammad Ali. 


He has been inducted as an Elder Statesman of Kansas City Jazz. While there is no exact 
count on his seemingly inexhaustible reservoir of music, Mr. Hamzaa estimates he knows 


between 4,500 and 5,000 songs. 


Alex Harris 
R.T. Coles 1948 


Since his youth, Alex Harris has been a hard worker and a staunch defender of civil rights. 
Raised in West Virginia, his parents moved the family to Kansas City in the 1940’s to keep 
their sons from working in the coal mines. In 1948, two months before graduation, the family 
business fell into crisis and he was forced to leave R.T. Coles. Shortly thereafter he was 
drafted, serving in Korea and earning several ribbons and a recommendation for the Purple 


Heart. 


Back home in Kansas City, he started his own company refurbishing houses in the central city. 
In the late ‘60s, Mr. Harris became a community activist working to secure projects for 
minority contractors. He protested forcefully at meetings and construction sites, founded the 
former Minority Contractors Association, and became the National Administrator for 
Minority Contractors. In 1986, following the death of his brother, Mr. Harris adopted a 
quieter, more cooperative personal style, and founded the Union Minority Contractors 


Development Corp. 


In 1993, Mr. Harris sat down with William Dunn of the ).E. Dunn Construction Company to 
discuss their mutual interest in increasing the number of contracts granted to minorities and 
women. Since then, Mr. Harris has worked as a consultant for Dunn identifying minority 
contractors. In one 14-month period, ].E. Dunn signed minority and women contractors to 


projects totaling $111 million. 


In 1996, Mr. Harris was presented the K.C. Spirit Award for his years of contributions to 
Kansas City. His firm is currently working on the downtown Sheraton Executive Suites 


Hotel. Mr. Harris and his wife, Darlene, have four children and nine grandchildren. 


Dr. Julia H. Hill 


Lincoln 1939 


Julia Hill is a native Kansas Citian. She attended Charles Sumner and Wendell Phillips 
schools and can vividly recall early educational experiences which left a lasting impression on 
her. She particularly remembers the time teachers spent in providing individual attention to 


each child in order to ensure their students’ success. 


Dr. Hill graduated from Lincoln High School in 1939 and enrolled at Lincoln University in 
Jefferson City where she majored in education and social sciences. She graduated cum laude 
with a bachelor’s degree in 1943. She went on to earn a master’s degree at the University of 
Southern California and a doctorate at Nova University. She has done advanced graduate 
work at Columbia University in New York, the University of Missouri-Columbia, and the 


University of Missouri-Kansas City. 


Dr. Hill’s career in education spans 20 years as a teacher and 20+ years working in 
administrative services. She has not only taught school in the KCMO school district, but she 
has held numerous other job titles including Consultant for Urban Education, Coordinator for 
Title | Paraprofessionals, Principal, and Community Service Coordinator for Pioneer 


Community College. 


Her volunteer activities have been varied. She was president of the Community Committee 
for Social Action and, for nearly 10 years, was president of the Kansas City Branch of the 
NAACP. She has served as an articulate public speaker, as mentor and role model for teachers 
across the country, and as a member and president of the Kansas City Missouri School 


District Board of Directors. Dr. Hill is a true educator in every sense of the word. 


Irvin D. Kennedy, Lt. Col (Ret.] 
R.T. Coles 1951 


Irvin Kennedy’s resume is one long list of awards, a testament to his hard work and dedication. 


It begins with his years at R.T. Coles (Class of ’51) where he was president of the National 
Honor Society, captain of the Varsity Basketball team, and commander of the ROTC. At 


Lincoln University, he was one of the first three distinguished military graduates in school 


history. 


LTC Kennedy’s career has covered many phases of military life in many far-flung locations. 
He received the Army Commendation Medal for outstanding courage while a Captain serving 
in Vietnam in 196s. He served as Chief Army Advisor for the Indonesian Army while in the 


American Embassy in Djakarta and was director of the $25 million Military Assistance 
Program there. In Thailand, he served as Adjutant/Logistics Officer for the 44th Engineer 


Group. In Korea, he served as Deputy Commander and Executive Officer of the gnd Engineer 
Group. He was commanding officer of the USAG, Camp Parks, California. He commanded 


the 563"4 Engineer Battalion, Stuttgart, West Germany, where, in 1975, his battalion was 
honored as the outstanding European Engineer unit. The same unit was runner-up in 


worldwide competition. He has served as senior advisor to Major General Harry S. Parmelee, 


Commander of the ggth Division (Tng). 


LTC Kennedy thinks of himself first as a champion of the underdog. “To receive medals, 


rewards, and accolades is satisfying, but to fight man’s inhumanity to man is more gratifying.” 


Sonny Kenner 
R.T. Coles 1951 


Sonny Kenner: guitarist, performing artist, composer, arranger, conductor, teacher, record 
producer, and band leader. His music: jazz, rhythm & blues, ballads, classical, standards, pop, 


reggae, rock, gospel, and country western. 


This 1951 graduate of Lincoln High School is the Renaissance man of American music. He has 
Meriormed at The Apollo in New York, the Jazz Festival in Switzerland, and The Levee in 


Westport. 


Mr. Kenner has performed and recorded with the best. He has worked with, among many 
others, Mahalia Jackson, Quincy Jones, Linda Hopkins, The Ink Spots, Sam Cooke, James 


Brown, Jimmy Witherspoon, and Little Richard. 


Mr. Kenner has appeared on television with Bob Hope, Jerry Lewis, and Steve Allen, as well 
as hosting his own show, “Sonny’s Side of the Street.” He has been honored with two KC 
Pitch Klammie Awards for rhythm and blues, the KC Jazz Commission’s Jazz Heritage 
Award, the KC Matual Musicians Foundation’s Elder Statesman Award, the KC Globe’s 


100 Most Influential African Americans Award, and placement in the KC Jazz Hall of Fame. 


Mr. Kenner holds an associate’s degree in philosophy from Penn Valley Community College, 
having previously studied math and civil engineering. Since 1980, he has conducted private and 
group musical instruction, and he has served as a substitute teacher in the Kansas City 
Missouri School District. His advice to aspiring musicians is, “Follow your bliss—because 
love and happiness is the key. Be diverse. Always have something to fall back on... Try to get 


your heaven while you are here.” 


Maurice E. King 
R.T. Coles 1953 


Maurice King is homegrown from the Kansas City area. Following his graduation from R. T. 
Coles in 1953, Mr. King attended the University of Kansas in Lawrence and graduated with 


his Bachelor's of Science in Education in 1957. 


During that same year the Boston Celtics basketball team drafted him as a professional 
basketball player. Serving in the United States Army temporarily interrupting his career in 
the arena from 1957 until 1959. He returned to the Boston Celtics basketball team from 1959 
to 1960. Mr. King played for the Kansas City Steers professional basketball team from 1960 


to 1962 and from 1962 to 1964 for the Chicago Zephyrs professional basketball team. 


From 1964 until 1966 the Kansas City, Kansas City, school system, employed Mr. King as a 
Guidance Counselor. For the next twenty-five years Hallmark utilized his experience in 


Human Resource Administration and Manufacturing Management. 


His professional associations include serving on the Board of Directors for the Visiting 
Nurse Association, Advisory Board for the Mayor's Youth Hiring Program, Board of 
Directors for the Boy's Club of America, Board of Directors for the Linwood YMCA, Urban 
League B.E.E.P. Program, Board of Directors for the Kansas University Athletic 
Association, Board of Directors for the Jackson County Parks & Recreation, and Board of 
Directors for the Carver Neighborhood Center. Mr. King has demonstrated discipline and 


skills that display all the positive results of taking advantage of educational opportunities. 


Marinda F. Madison 
R.T. Coles Teacher 


Marinda Madison graduated from Lincoln University in 1930. Although she did not attend 
nor graduate from R. T. Coles/Lincoln High School her Master's Degree in Science from 
Emporia State College prepared her for the path ahead of her as a teacher. 


She began teaching in 1930 and began her teaching career in the Kansas City area in 1942. 
Ms. Madison served as the Assistant State Superior of Negro Schools for the State of 
Missouri. She taught at R. T. Coles for a period of years and transferred to teach at Manual 


High School until she retired in 1975. 


Her current involvement is as a volunteer at the Trinity United Methodist Church, member 
of the Kansas Cityian Club, member of the NAACP, member of the Retired Teachers 


Association, and a member of Lincoln University Alumni Association. 


Ms. Madison's strength and willpower has enabled her to fulfill her mission of sharing her 


knowledge and educational outlook. 


Lonnie McFadden 


Lincoln 1974 


The McFadden Brothers 


Who would have guessed that a flourishing career would be the results of “having fun with 
Dad?” That’s what has happened in the case of The McFadden Brothers. In their own words, 
they recall, “As far back as | can remember, we were tap dancing,” and “Dad would practice 


with us. He used to make it so much fun. This was like playtime with Daddy.” 


They have been entertaining since elementary school, learning their licks from their father, 
Kansas City hoofer and all-around entertainer Smilin’ Jimmy McFadden. McFadden began 
teaching his sons tap dancing at the ages of three and four. In addition, he made sure both 
Lonnie and Ronald took piano lessons while teaching them comedy, tap routines, and songs. 
At ages six and seven, the two gave their first recital—an hour-long show that consisted of 


singing, tap dancing, doing comedy bits, and playing piano and organ. 


After the McFadden Brothers entered junior high school, they stopped tap dancing and taking 
piano lessons, largely due to peer pressure as Lonnie recalls. They decided instead to 
concentrate on playing the trumpet (Lonnie) and the alto saxophone (Ronald). As an eighth 
grader, Ronald was one of the eight original members of the Cobras under the direction of 
Willie Arthur Smith. In those days, there were no drums; instead, the marchers clapped their 


thythms. 


As a teenager, Lonnie traveled with one of the regional R&B and Top 40 bands playing 
trumpet and singing before starting his own band, “Lonnie and the Band,” which featured 
Ronald on the alto sax. It was during this time that Lonnie became a song writer and arranger 


and Ronald developed his own style as a choreographer. 


After Lonnie and the Band had run its course, “The McFadden Brothers” were born. 


Ronnie McFadden 


Lincoln 1975 


The McFadden Brothers 


(continued) 


In order to complement their musical and dancing skills, the brothers began developing a stage 
persona—a style inspired, in part, by St. Louis newsman and playwright, John Auble. Auble, 
who already knew of Jimmy McFadden, learned of his young sons and traveled to Kansas City 
in the early ‘80s to see Lonnie and Ronald perform. Several months later, Auble wrote “Steps: 
The Pops McFadden Story.” Lonnie and Ronald starred in the play, which enjoyed a long run 
in St. Louis in 1985. “Steps” was a throwback to the days of vaudeville, and the characters the 


McFaddens portrayed in that play are still largely evident in their shows today. 


By the 1980s, the McFadden Brothers paralleled their father’s career by performing with The 
Count Basie Orchestra. They played major jazz festivals in Europe and Japan, appearing on 
the same bill with such jazz greats as Miles Davis and Wynton Marsalis. During this time, 
they also made their first national television appearance on “Incredible Sundays,” the result of 
a recommendation from Ben Vareen. They have since been featured on the Jenny Jones Show 


and Inside Edition. 


The McFadden Brothers have appeared with some of the biggest names in show business, 
including Cab Calloway, Sammy David Jr., Tony Orlando, and their present employer for the 
past three years, Wayne Newton. Newton reminds his audiences nightly to “remember those 


names, Ronnie and Lonnie McFadden. They’re gonna be big stars some day.” 


Henry Wadsworth McGee 


Lincoln 1927 


Henry McGee was born in 1910 in Hillsboro, Texas, the eleventh of twelve children. He 
received his secondary education in Kansas City where he graduated with the Class of 1927. 
Another move, this time to Chicago, and a part-time job with the post office would one day 


bring McGee to the role of first black postmaster of Chicago. 


In 1935, with the institution of the 40-hour work week, Mr. McGee accepted full-time work as a 
postal clerk. He balanced his job, family, evening college classes, and civic duties through the 
30s and ’40s. He defended the rights of black postal workers as president of the National 
Alliance of Postal Employees and promoted the property rights of blacks as leader of the 


Chicago branch of the NAACP. 


Continuing studies led to a bachelor’s degree in public administration and a master’s degree in 


political science. 


Following the completion of five years as personnel director, Mr. McGee was appointed acting 
Postmaster of Chicago upon the recommendation of the U.S. senator from IIlinois. On 
October 17, 1966, he was confirmed in this role by the U.S. Congress. During almost seven 
years as postmaster, he increased the number of black supervisors from 175 to 647. He was 
instrumental in obtaining mortgages for black businesses in Chicago and helped open formerly 


segregated neighborhoods. 


After retiring in 1973, Mr. McGee remained active in the community with such groups as the 
Joint Negro Appeal, the Boy Scouts of America, the Little City Foundation, the National 
Alliance of Postal and Federal Employees, and the southside branch of the NAACP.. 


Don B. Motley 


Lincoln 1947 


Don Motley (Lincoln Class of ’47) became executive director of the Negro Leagues Baseball 
Museum after retiring from the U.S. Postal Service as an equal employment counselor and 
investigator. The museum position was a perfect fit for a man who has spent most of his life in 
baseball as a player, scout, coach, and manager. He was a scout for the St. Louis Cardinals and 
the Kansas City Royals, and was instrumental in signing Ray Sadecki and Frank White to 


those teams respectively. 


In r951, he helped make it possible for the first African American to play baseball in the local 
Ban Johnson Baseball League. In 1952, he became the first black manager of an American 
Legion baseball team in Missouri. He arranged for the first African American to play in the 
Jackson County and Greater Kansas City 3 & 2 Baseball leagues. In 1968, he became the first 
black coach, and later first black manager, in the Ban Johnson League. In 1978, he selected the 
first female coach in the history of the league, breaking a 50-year gender barrier. In 1987, he was 
the first black recipient of the Urban League Top Notch Image Award for sports. Also, he was 
the first black to be elected to the Ban Johnson Baseball League Hall of Fame. 


He has been honored by the NAIA, Greater Kansas City Jaycees, and Urban League of 
Greater Kansas City. He has received the keys to the city of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and 
was selected in 1995 by the Kansas City Globe as one of the 100 Most Influential African 
Americans in Kansas City. Mr. Motley is on the advisory board of the Greater Kansas City 
Sports Commission. He has helped secure hundreds of college scholarships for deserving 


youth and has worked continuously in the areas of education and discrimination. 


Helen J. Ragsdale 


Lincoln 1949 


Helen Ragsdale is a graduate of Lincoln High School class of 1949. After completing her 
educational studies Ms. Ragsdale returned to Lincoln to teach and retired from her teaching 


position in 1996. 


As an educator and member of this community, Mrs. Ragsdale has received the Excellence in 
Teaching award, Woman of Courage award from Delta Sigma Theta, Inc., Professional 
Women's Inc. Distinguished Service Award from the National Association of Negro 
Businesses. She has served as Governor and National Director of Education for the South 
Central District, as Youth Advisor for the NAACP, and as Chair of ACT-SO. She is a 
NAACP life member, Secretary of Paseo Baptist Church Sunday School, member of Delta 
Sigma Theta, Inc., and member of the Jackson County Chapter of Links, Inc. 


Mrs. Ragsdale felt the need to continue the pursuit of addressing the educational and social 
needs of the thousands of students in Kansas City and ran for School Board representative. 
She is currently a member of the Kansas City Missouri School District Board of Directors 
where she is Chairperson of the Education Committee, Board Treasurer, and Board Liaison 
from the Board of Directors to the Federal Court appointed Desegregation Monitoring 


Committee. 


Mrs. Ragsdale is married to James Ragsdale, the mother to five children and has seven 
grandchildren and one great grandson. Her motto is that “The true measure of a man is not 


how he responds in times of happiness, but how he responds when faced with adversity.” 


Robert L. Rowan 


Lincoln 1946 


When Robert Rowan (Lincoln, Class of ’46) retired in 1988, he was the third Afro-American 
Tour Superintendent of Mails in the Kansas City Missouri Main Post Office. 


Following high school, Mr. Rowan served in the U.S. Army, and went on to study at the 
Adjutant General’s School in Washington, D.C., Lincoln Business College, and the U.S. 


Postal Service Management Academy. 


With the postal service, he worked his way up through the ranks from mail handler to general 
supervisor of mails, management coordinator, and finally tour superintendent. Mr. Rowan has 


numerous awards and commendations to show from his career with the postal service. 


Mr. Rowan is a deacon-in-training with the Friendship Baptist Church, a member of the 
Property Maintenance Advisory Committee for Kansas City, past president of the Midtown 
Kiwanis Club, member of the Ivanhoe Club, and past president of the Noble Neighborhood 


Association. 


He has volunteered for eight years with the G.R.A.N.D.S. reading program at Holliday 
Montessori. In 1997-98 alone, he worked with 20 schools in the 4-H embryology program. For 
his dedicated service to children, he was awarded a certificate of appreciation from the 
University Extension Youth Initiative and membership in the prestigious Kiwanis 


International George F. Hixson Fellowship. 


Mr. Rowan and his wife of 44 years, Ella Mae have three children. The Lincoln tradition 
continues in the Rowan family with the eldest of four grandchildren now enrolled in Lincoln 


College Preparatory Academy. 


William L. Rowan 
R.T. Coles 1952 


William Rowan retired in August of 1993 following 34 years of service to the Kansas City, 
Missouri Schools. 


Mr. Rowan was born in Kansas City and attended Wendell Phillips Elementary. As a 
teenager, he was one of three black baseball players to integrate the Ban Johnson Amateur 


Baseball League. The following year (1952), he graduated from R.T. Coles High School. 


After a tour of duty in the U.S. Marine Corps, Mr. Rowan entered Southern University on an 
athletic scholarship graduating with a bachelor’s degree in health/physical education and 
science. In later years, he earned a master’s degree in secondary administration from the 


University of Missouri as well as an educational specialist’s degree. 


After leaving Southern University, Mr. Rowan began his career as a teacher and coach at 
Lincoln High School. He moved to Southeast Junior High where he was appointed assistant 
principal and then principal. He subsequently served as principal (dean) at Lincoln Academy 


North and Central Middle School. 


In 1993, Mr. Rowan received the Kansas City Globe’s Outstanding Community Service 
Award for influencing positive change in Greater Kansas City. He was named one of the “roo 


Most Influential African Americans” in Greater Kansas City. 


He is married to the former Lillie M. Rodgers and they have two children, Phyllis and Roger. 
Mr. Rowan is a member/deacon of Parkway Baptist Church. 


Barbara ). Sabol 


Lincoln 1956 


Barbara Sabol, currently a program director in health with the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, was 
the first African-American woman to be named Commissioner of the New York City Human 
Resources Administration. Commissioner Sabol, as head of the nation’s largest public welfare 
agency, provided executive direction to 15,000 employees and administered a budget of $15 


billion annually. 


With the Kellogg Foundation, Ms. Sabol assists the vice-president in implementing health 
goals and strategies, and recommends proposals for funding. Before joining the foundation, 
she was president and CEO of Northstar Group in Washington, D.C. 


Ms. Sabol is a 1956 graduate of Lincoln High School. She holds master’s degree in guidance 
and counseling from the University of Missouri-Kansas City, and an R.N. certification from 


the Kansas City General Hospital and Medical Center. 


In 1987, she was appointed Executive Deputy Commissioner of the New York State 
Department of Social Services. From 1983-87, Ms. Sabol served in Kansas Governor John 


Carlin’s cabinet as Secretary of the Department of Health and Environment. 


During President Carter’s administration, she oversaw the Title XX program in the 
Department of Health and Human Services and directed the ten regional offices of the Office 
of Human Development Services. Following the Carter years, Ms. Sabol remained in 
Washington as director of the Office of Policy and Planning for the District of Columbia’s 


Department of Human Services. 


Bertran F. Wallace 


Lincoln 1935 


Bertran Wallace’s life has a breadth of experience few can boast. After graduating from 
Lincoln High School Mr. Wallace received his bachelor’s degree from Lincoln University. 
Throughout his life he continued his education, completing his master of arts degree at the 
Teacher’s College at Columbia University, then pursuing post-graduate studies in 
administration, supervision, finance, and human relations at the College of St. Rose, Fordham 
University, Queen’s College of New York, and City College of New York. 


Bertran used his extensive educational background over the years to work in a variety of 
settings. Earlier in his life he worked for THE CALL and the NEW YORK DAILY NEWS, 
then, later taught at the New York School of Printing. Later in his career he became the 
associate superintendent of the Boston Public Schools. He designed and assisted in the 
construction of educational facilities and developed curricular materials with his education 
background. He also assisted in the desegregation of a large urban school district, based upon 
a five year plan he developed. This experience led to his current profession as a management 
consultant for educational, governmental, and public sector institutions in the areas of 
management operations, desegregation activities, community development activities, and 


EEO/A ffirmative Action among others. 


His distinguished military career included service in World War I] and the Korean War. He 


retired from military service as a Major in the United States Army Reserves. 


Mr. Wallace continues to be active in a broad spectrum of professional and personal activities. 
He served as president of the Yonkers NAACP and is currently a life member. He was also 
president of the Hastings-on-Hudson Committee for Tenant Affairs. His numerous activities 
include service on the Westchester County Planning Board, The Daytona Beach Florida Civil 


Service Board, and the board of directors for the American Heart Association. 


Mr. Wallace is married with four children and four grandchildren. He enjoys singing and 
dancing, as well as modeling. His strong commitment to his community matched with his 


keen interest in people left a positive impression in all aspects of his life. 


Robert R. Wheeler 


Lincoln 1937 


The Lincoln Academy for Accelerated Study, the forerunner of Lincoln College Preparatory 
Academy, was founded during the administration of then-KCMSD Superintendent Robert 
Wheeler. 


Dr. Wheeler served the Kansas City, Missouri Schools from 1948 to 1965 in various positions 
ranging from teacher to Director of Special Scholarships. For the following three years, he 
served with the Oakland California Schools before returning to Kansas City as an assistant 


superintendent organizing the division of urban education. 


In 1972, he was recruited by the U.S. Office of Education as Associate Commissioner, 
becoming Deputy Commissioner in 1974. As such, he served as principal administrative officer 
of the bureau, managing elementary and secondary education programs, as well as drug, 
nutrition, and health programs; technology and environmental education; and the Office of 
Libraries and Learning Resources. In 1977, he returned to KC as Superintendent of Schools. 


Currently, he is Director of Education for the Power and Light Entertainment District. 


Dr. Wheeler (Lincoln ’37) holds a bachelor’s degree from Lincoln University, a Master’s of 
Science degree in counseling from Columbia University, and an honorary Doctor of Laws 


degree from Lincoln University. 


Dr. Wheeler has served on 19 boards and committees for such institutions as the Human 
Resources Corp. of KC, the Mayor’s Council on Youth Opportunity, Avila College, the 
Urban Coalition, Swope Parkway National Bank, Centerre Bank, and the Britannica Reading 


Achievement Center. 


Frank White 


Lincoln 1968 


Frank White spent his entire 18-year playing career (1973-1990) in a Kansas City Royals 
uniform. He appeared in 2,324 career games and batted .255 with 160 home runs and 886 runs 


batted in. 


During his playing days, Mr. White (Lincoln, 1968) won eight Gold Glove Awards for his 
fielding excellence (an American League record for a second baseman], he was named to the 
American League All-Star Team five times, and was the ALCS Most Valuable Player in 1980. 
He was a member of six Royals division-winning clubs, as well as Kansas City’s 1985 World 


Championship team. 


“Frank White played a major role in a truly glorious period of baseball here in Kansas City,” 
according to Herk Robinson, Royals Executive Vice President and General Manager. “Frank 


was the epitome of the term ‘winner’ when he represented the Royals on the field. 


White is a member of the Royals Hall of Fame and one of only three people in the history of the 


franchise to have his uniform number (#20) retired. 


After retiring as a player, Mr. White spent three seasons as first base coach of the Boston Red 
Sox. In 1996, he returned to Kansas City and to the Royals as Community Outreach 
Representative. As such, he represents the club at a variety of civic and charitable functions, 
as well as maintaining an active role in the Royals youth baseball clinics and the RBI Baseball 


League. 


